CHAPTER III
POSSIBLE REDISTRIBUTION OF COTTON
INDUSTRY    IN     THE    COTTON    BELTS
In the previous chapter the various economic factors
governing the location and distribution of cotton industry in
,tke various regions of India have been discussed. It has been
pointed out that the industry is no longer confined to the city
of Bombay or even Western India but has reached almost all
parts of the country* But in spite of this scatter-up, the
concentration in certain regions or localities is very heavy,
while in other regions and localities the industry is incapable
of coping with the consumers' demand for cotton textiles in
those areas or localities. In response to this demand the cloth
from surplus regions moves to the deficit regions and India
being a country of vast distances depending on railway trans-
port alone in most of the regions of the interior, the cost of
cloth increases considerably. Therefore, in order to relieve
the consumers of the unnecessary transport costs, it is essen-
tial that after careful investigation of economic possibilities
the dispersion of the industry should be encouraged to the
fullest extent in the post-war period.
In order to be in a position to advise a redistribution of
the industry a detailed examination of production as well as
demand in different regions along with their local resources
is of utmost importance. The decentralization of cotton in-
dustry that took place during the two decades from 1920 on-
wards also brought about considerable changes in the volume
of production of cotton textiles in different regions of India.
At the end of the war of 1914-18 the province of Bombay alone
produced practically four-fifths of the entire cotton goods
manufactured in the whole of India. But during the inter-
war period that position has undergone material changes and
today the province of Bombay may not be responsible for the
production of a little more than half the entire output of the
Indian cotton industry. The production figures for the years
1921-22 and 1938-39 given in TABLE M show the changes
in the provincial output.